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Welcome back!

As winter begins to loosen its grip, there are
already signs of life returning to Ecclesall Woods.
From bright bursts of fungi to the first stirrings of spring, the woods continue
to inspire us, even in the colder months.

Behind the scenes, our volunteers have been hard at work maintaining paths,
clearing drains, managing the invasive species of the woods, and caring for the
Discovery Centre site, ensuring the woods remain welcoming and accessible
for all.

In this edition, you’ll find updates from across the season, news from our
hardworking volunteer groups, and details of upcoming walks and events as
the days grow lighter. Whether you join us for a bird walk in April, a
bluebell wander in May, or simply enjoy a quiet stroll through the trees,
we’re so grateful to have you as part of our community.

We hope to see you in the woods very soon.

Subscriptions: if you have not already done so we hope you will renew.
Payment:

- bank transfer /standing order £10 to FEW Account 30 34 66 67
sort code 40-41-57. Please include your name in the reference

- cheque John Baker 8,Thornsett gardens ,S17 3PP with name/email on the back.
Any queries contact John at 0114 2369 025 or johnrbaker@gmail.com
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Future events
We’d love to see you at one of our events!
Head to our website for more information on the events page..

A bird walk, led by Pete Brown
Saturday April 25th

8am -10am

Free to members. Non members £5

Join us for a woodland walk with local birdwatcher, author, and
educator, Pete Brown.

® Meet outside the Discovery Centre.
Booking required as places are limited. Please sign up by emailing
PhilipCMay@outlook.com with your name and numbers in your party.

Bluebell and Spring Flowers Walk, led by Gerry Firkins
Saturday May 2nd

10am -12noon

Free to members. Non members £5

Join this spring walk, led by Sheffield-based botanist, nature expert,
and tutor for the Botanical Society of the British Isles, Gerry
Firkins.

@ Meet outside the Discovery Centre.
Booking required as places are limited. Please sign up at
friends.ew1993@gmail.com with name and number in your party.

Environment Weeks
Sat 2"! May to Sat 14™ May

Sheffield Environment Weeks is an annual city-wide festival,
showcasing environmental, conservation and heritage events.

Keep your eyes peeled for more information emerging about this
year’s festival, which will run slightly later than usual to incorporate
World Environment Day and the Great Big Green Week this year,
which runs 6th - 14th of June.

Head to http://www.sheffieldenvironment.org/ for more information.
We hope that this year information will be in booklet form available from
the Discovery Centre



http://www.sheffieldenvironment.org/
https://friendsofecclesallwoods.org.uk/events/

Friends’ News
In August, we were sad to hear of the passing of Bill Smyllie and Geoffrey
Hartland.

Bill was a very significant figure in the formation of FEW, being our first
chairman. He edited the booklet “Ecclesall Woods, Sheffield: a Flora”, and also
worked with Sheffield City Council’s Parks and Countryside team to secure
the grants for the building of the Discovery Centre.

Geoffrey worked with Bill to obtain support for the comprehensive
archaeological surveys of Q pits and other features. Geoff did much of the
hands-on work confirming and recording the position of Q pits across the
woods. We’re so thankful to the both of them for the work they did on
behalf of FEW.

Friends groups

A survey has just been produced showing that Sheffield has more ‘friends groups’

than any other city apart from London.

One of the newest is our neighbour, ‘Friends of Whirlow Brook Park’. The group has
stormed ahead with projects over the last five years and has now been awarded the
Kings Award for Voluntary Service. Congratulations to Shelagh Woolliscroft and her
team!
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We received news that there will be no significant reduction to the speed
limits at this stage. As Abbey Lane from the Whirlow Road junction
downwards is not bounded by houses and comes under ring road criteria, it
would require more time and money than is available to change the speed
limits.

Thanks to Mike Hudson MECK ,secretary for his map showing the island
crossing points as a black bar

AGM 15" October 2025

We were very pleased to welcome Simon Ogden who gave a very interesting talk on
the Sheaf and the Porter. We commend Simon’s dogged persistence and the team
behind him in caring for and enabling the opening up and other improvements to the
river systems.

Footpath and Restoration Group

Although projects such as ‘slowing the flow’, or large plantings of whips to form
hedges tend to be interesting one-off activities, the maintenance of the paths and the
associated woods and clearing around the Discovery Centre is our bread and butter. It
might not receive grants or headlines but it is equally as important.

Our footpath group now has a pool of 30 volunteers with about 12 -16 people
attending weekly, and the work they do is absolutely integral to the public enjoyment
of the woods

The larger numbers mean we’re better organised,
with capacity for sorting out tasks, implementing
health and safety requirements, and maintaining
our tools. Luckily Jane has a good team behind
her who are quick to carry out any suggestions!

After a session with Dave Jackson, our green

woodworking coordinator, the team realised that their own tools were in need of
sharpening. Soon done with reorganising as well. Many thanks especially to one of
the team on ‘light duties’. Money from a LAC grant and our own funds have been
used to buy more hand tools. A ‘tree popper’ was recommended by a new group
member and quickly became the more efficient method for removing unwanted
saplings.

Our footpath group meet weekly on Tuesdays, at 9.30am. If you are interested in
joining us please contact Jane Beresford janeanden@gmail.com



A very dry summer and hard
packed ground followed by wind,
torrential rain then mud means
that planned jobs are postponed,
but vital maintenance work is
taken on by the wonderful
volunteers - often working
tirelessly in pouring rain to
remove fallen trees, clear
streams, ditches and drains to
keep paths as dry as possible.

The group looking after the Discovery Centre site, being resourceful and industrious ,
always find something to do.

The summer, autumn and winter work of removing invasives such as Himalayan
balsam, giant-leaved avens, Norwegian maple saplings and cherry laurel continues.

There are various views amongst ecologists about how much
effort should go into removing our non-native species.
Perhaps it depends on where they are growing? Close to river
banks, for example, the shallow-rooted Himalayan balsam
annual can make river banks more vulnerable to erosion.
Whereas, an isolated clump in the middle of nettles, brambles
and bracken may not be such a problem.

Holly has been crown lifted near the bridal path in wood 2.
Many of the holly trees are ancient trees originally used for
cutting fodder for animals in the winter. Cutting back of lower
branches and suckers leaves the trunks standing, as would
have been done in the past, and allows in more light to encourage growth of bluebells
and other undergrowth.

For those who like the creeping nature of holly there are plenty of trees in umbrella-
like takeovers of certain areas.

Ecology

The dry summer followed by a wet autumn gave us a profusion of fungi in all three
woods. Our fungi trail through the woodlands was much enjoyed by all.

One benefit to the persistently wet weather is that more fungi are still appearing even
now, brightening up the various corners of the woods.



Velvet shank Yellow brain Blushing bracket

2013, Sue Jackson took over from Monica Rawson in monitoring the Donkey Field.
It had been a former nursery for the Parks Dept. and there are still some specimen
trees. Bill Smyllie had established the open grassland area in the hope of attracting
more butterflies and other insects.

Sue collated her findings in 2019 and again in 2025. Unsurprisingly, nettles, hedge
bindweed and brambles continue their spread, and other more frequent plants are
hogweed, herb bennet and creeping thistle. Altogether Sue has recorded over 100
plant and about 40 fungi species (grasses excluded). Just a few species are no longer
seen. Ros Hancock helped Sue in recording numbers of butterflies and other insects.

Ecologist, Julie Riley has now completed her ecology survey of woods 1 and 2,
following on from her survey of wood 3 in 2021. We hope to meet with Julie in the
Spring to discuss her findings and re-establish our own surveys.

Archaeology

There are some pits in Wood 2 near Whirlowdale Road of unknown
origin. The footpath group was asked to investigate. It is possible that
the pits were dug to check for ganister. The known ganister quarries
were on the other side of the road in Wood 1 and also what is now
Colliers pond towards the bottom of wood2

Other events this year
Have you seen? The herons are back! It will be interesting to see which
trees they use this year for their nests.

Abbeydale Rotary carried out
their annual bramble clearance
in January on a day clear of
hard frost and just before
torrential rain. Apart from
committee members, we were
unable to persuade any other
FEW members to come along!




Torrential rain ended up with flooding on Abbeydale Road. Clearing of a drain at the
bottom of Wood 2 has helped. A nearby cherry laurel was felled and a holly pruned to
allow the emerging bluebell shoots more light.

Thanks to the Thursday morning Wood Run group, money from participants has been
used to purchase a defibrillator, which is great news. It is likely to be fitted on to the
wall of the wood store where there is a better phone signal than closer to the
Discovery Centre.

Have you noticed that a disguised horsebox has been placed in the green
woodworking area? Figures were seen emerging from it in the rain wearing bathing
costumes...Turns out, it is the Scandibox sauna.

It’s suitable for up to seven people at a time, with prices starting from £15 per person,
per hour. If you fancy booking it for you and your pals to brighten up a cold winter’s
day then find out more on their website.

Thanks to our photographers in the footpath group and Andy Burgess for loading on
to FB. There are plenty of pictures on our media page and on the Ecclesall Woods
Instagram showing pictures of flora and fauna and our activities through the year.

No snow pictures this winter but ranger Hannah
caught this beautiful December sunrise.


https://www.scandiboxsaunas.co.uk/

