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I am writing this news letter looking out on to a sprinkling of snow on the ground.
We certainly have had weather extremes in one week. Warm sunshine has brought
butterflies out of hibernation and early sightings of the first blue bell flowers.
Zebras were seen crossing the road in March but that is another story. The picture
post card is of Abbey Lane when crossing the road was not a problem.
CROSSING ABBEY LANE BETWEEN THE WOODS
On behalf of the FEW Crossing Group, Chloe Cheeseman had three minutes to
present our petition to the council on 31st March This was our last chance before the
elections on 6th May, so we were very relieved that we had the requisite number of
signatures
Julie Grocutt, cabinet member for Highways and Transport, agreed that some form
of crossing was needed and said she had already initiated a feasibility study.
As a group we had deliberately not specified what form of crossing we wanted but
noted that we have a 500 metre, 40 mph stretch of road between the woods devoid
of any crossing or even warning signs to road users.
The group will continue to keep a watch on progress.
Every one will have their own ideas about crossing and whatever the result, it will
not please everyone. There will probably be a phased approach to improvements
depending on highways regulations and money available.
At this stage I would particularly like to thank Ecclesall Councillor, Barbara
Masters, who has been asking the council to consider the problems for some time,
especially the 40mph speed limit. Parks & Countryside and Transport planning
officers have also been having conversations on what is possible.

The crossing sub group lead by Claire Cruikshanks worked hard to keep up the
momentum, deal with posters, speak to journalists, count 474 people crossing in a 2
hour period and dress up as Zebras to cross the road.
Many thanks also to Ann Selby for lots of background work, and thanks to Mike
Hodson of Friends of Millhouses Park and FEW member Philip Andrew for helpful
advice.

Work in the Woods
The rangers have carried out work in the woods
without the normal help from the footpath group. They
are continuing to increase the diversity in both the
lower end of the playing field site and Limb Lane
picnic site. On the playing field they prepared the
ground and planted the 157 hedging whips from
Woodland Trust. The mowing regime will be changed
to allow part of that area to become a meadow, and
more young oak and birch have been planted in the
small woodland area.
Two more trees have been planted in the orchard area
on Limb Lane picnic site
Recently the rangers have installed Pam Price's bench in the children's area and the
plaque for Geoff Chapman’s bench in the Donkey Field is waiting to be installed
With so many frogs and then toads now in Collier’s pond they are hoping to put up
fencing to keep out the dogs. The posts were put in place ready for the fence before
the last lockdown. The newts were seen in the Discovery Centre pond

The footpath group returned in groups
of 6 on the 30th March
Following wet winter conditions and
increased footfall there is plenty to do.
Social distancing is not a problem with
the seeming increase in path width.
Priorities are clearing drains, removing
dens and blocking off of desire lines to
discourage trampling of spring flowers.
There was disappointment to find that
surplus garden plants have been
deposited by some Ecclesall Woods
neighbours. Camellia, rhubarb and Spanish bluebells are not seen as plants for our
woodland! Some other neighbours consider the woods a good place for their own fly
tipping.
Unfortunately repairing of paths is going to be a problem as there is a national
shortage of material.
Ecology Group
The proposed walk in April 2020 was cancelled and we have not been able to meet
again as a group. We hope to have a walk in bubbles of 6 to check on ongoing
projects. We would like to continue surveying blue bell distribution especially where
it seemed to have declined in-between previous surveys.
Sue Jackson has continued to monitor flora and fauna in the Donkey Field.

Bird Surveys
Jim Clarke, Nell Dixon and Phil May carried out some early
morning checks on woodpecker numbers. It was estimated
that there were 7 pairs of greater spotted woodpecker.
A possible lesser spotted woodpecker and green woodpecker
had been heard another day. Lesser spotted had not been
reported in our woods for several years. A willow tit has been
seen twice at Limb Lane picnic site. Phil has put up more nest
boxes for tawny owls He has not yet checked the number of
heron nests. (Photo Ellie Whitehurst)

Other news
The Discovery Centre
At the AGM in 2018 Dave Aspinall and John Gilpin gave us a presentation on
planned changes to the site. These have gradually been taking place, though as with
everything else, covid has slowed down progress. The additional car park is now
open and a machine installed for voluntary contributions(although not yet in
operation)
Changes in Parks and Countryside Staff
Dave Aspinall has now retired and we wish him well though as he lives locally we
may still see him in the woods. Rowan Longhurst will be taking over as Head of
Countryside. At present she is general manager at the Olympic Park in London.
Rowan trained as a landscape architect in Sheffield
Ruth Bell took over as Head of Parks and Countryside in August 2020
We are very sad to report the deaths of two experts, who in their own fields, had a
great knowledge of Ecclesall Woods.
Prof Mel Jones died the day the last newsletter came out. Mel had studied the
woods and country side of South Yorkshire and his investigation into the Wentworth
Woodhouse archives meant he could accurately tell us about the coppicing practices
in Ecclesall Woods and then the planting of trees for timber when wood was no
longer required for charcoal. He spoke at our AGM in 2019
Apologies for belatedly reporting the death of Dr Paul Medforth. Paul had carried
out with Ian Rotherham bird studies and contributed to the very interesting Mel
Jones and Ian Rotherham’s 1997 booklet on “The Natural History of Ecclesall
Woods”. For many years he conducted our early morning bird walks during
Environment Weeks. Sadly he died in July 2019 not long after our June bird walk
Memorial fountains
There is no more information on the Mabel Vickers memorial. However, as part of
the very interesting Sheffield Parks and Woodlands WEA course I did with Brian
Holmshaw, a slide was shown of a memorial fountain in Tinsley’s High Hazels Park
(left and centre) A Friend of HH park says it is marked on the 1905 OS map. High
Hazel House was built by by the first Mayor of Sheffield. The Council bought the
house and grounds in 1894, the same year that Mabel Vickers died.

Some woodland pictures earlier this year

Winding path 14thFeb Matt Reid
Rushing water 23rdJan Elizabeth Bartrop

On to Spring

So far Only one activity is in the calender:

Open days in the craft area 10 am -3pm No need to book but bring your mask.
Monday 3rd May
Saturday 8th May
Sunday 9th May

Unfortunately it is too difficult to organise spring flowers and blue bell walks, bird
walks and tree identification with present council enforced covid restrictions.
We hope by the autumn there will be more flexibility and we will be able to repeat
the successful self guided fungi walk.
There are plans to have small scale celebrations in October to mark 10years since
the opening of the Discovery Centre.
Lets hope we have a better butterfly season this year. Some of these are more
common on Derbyshire limestone.
Courtesy of Derbyshire Wild Life trust

Finally I came across this slide in my history course Does any one have any records
or knowledge of this society? Apologies for the quality of the picture.

