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Life in the woods is opening up to more formal events. On the 19th July we were able
to sit outside, but not inside, the Discovery Centre for the first face to face committee
meeting since February2020. Different rules applied for the first wedding to be held
in the Discovery Centre on the 24th July. Health Walks, Wood Run and the
WoodlandToddler Group on Friday mornings are back. All are still taking precautions
against Covid. It is hoped that the Discovery Centre building will open again for all
in September.
Events to celebrate the opening on 30th October 2011 of the J G Graves
Woodland Discovery Centre
The plans to celebrate 10 years since the centre was first opened are under way. There
will be a series of fairly low key events during October, unlike the official opening,
when it was reported that 1000 people attended during the day. As Lord Mayor, Dr
Sylvia Dunkley opened the Discovery Centre and planted a tree. As our local
councillor at the time she is also recorded as “christening” in 2010 the pond in wood
2 as “Collier’s Pond” and “opening” the pond behind the Discovery Centre in 2012.
Details of the events will be released in September. Many of the events will need to
be booked and we will send you more information when available. It will also be
found on our Facebook page, the website and leaflets at the centre.
“Well being Wednesdays” will have taster courses in traditional crafts at the bargain
price of £20 a session

Confirmed dates for FEW events
SATURDAY 9th October
SELF GUIDED FUNGI TRAIL

SATURDAY 16th October
TREE IDENTIFICATION WALK for
members
Led by Fran Halsall

ABBEY LANE CROSSING CAMPAIGN
A feasibility study is being carried out by SCC Transport Department. We assume
that cables across the road are for speed monitoring. Councillor Barbara Masters
continues to ask questions to make sure that a crossing is still on the agenda.
WORK IN THE WOODS
The footpath group members are still waiting for a delivery
of hard core, so no footpath repairs yet. At least they no
longer have to be in bubbles of 6 so making organisation
easier. Meanwhile, they have been sanding down and oiling
benches and smartening up wooden posts and notice
boards. Painting the entrance gate to the picnic site is also
on the agenda. They continue to remove dens, clear drains,
and place fallen branches to discourage use of desire lines
and the widening of paths. Litter picking is always on the
agenda, as is removal of Himalayan
Balsam at this time of the year.
One evening in June, 30 members of
the 180th Millhouses Scouts cleared
part of the pavement adjacent to the
woods on Whirlowdale Road. They
seemed to enjoy doing it and we hope
they will be back for another work
evening next year.

FLORA AND FAUNA IN THE WOODS
Our bluebells flowered well into the end of May. Although there were no formal
walks many people were still visiting the woods to enjoy the display though numbers
reduced as the rest of the country opened up.
In June, we had a great display of fungi growing on felled and dying wood.

Chicken of the woods

Slime mould

Another slime mould

Dryad’s Saddle

Donkey Field
Sue Jackson was pleased to report that the semi
parasitic yellow rattle and red bartsia are flowering
in the Donkey Field. To hasten the degradation of
the soil and encourage growth of meadow flowers
we hope that the rangers can remove more turf this
Autumn.
Geoff Chapman’s bench was installed in the
Donkey Field in June.
Willow meadow
Ziggy Senkans SCC ecologist, rangers and members of the ecology and footpath
groups inspected the willow meadow and the area at the bottom of the playing fields
which has not been mown. We recorded many species, both plant and insect life and
learnt a lot from each other.
Harebell

Thick legged flower beetle

Nursery web spiders nests

Ornithology and other flora and fauna
Sadly no return of the pied flycatcher this year.
Sparrow hawks and buzzards have been noted.
The distinctive call of a green woodpecker has been heard by
many people.
Parakeets have been seen in Wood 3 near the Game Keepers
Cottage.
Phil May found a black cap nest when out clearing
Himalayan Balsam.
Some of the Friends have taken an interest in the smaller creatures in the woods. Nick
Taylor Buck has filmed voles emerging from undergrowth close to the Donkey Field.
See PHOTOS on our FaceBook for photos of butterflies, moths and other insects
taken by observers prepared to have a slow walk. Check it out. You don't have to be
on FB. All the others are there too -including birds, trees, flowers and fungi.
Florian Graber is using the App “ iNaturlist”
and would be pleased if other people reported their findings on it.
I have downloaded it and it is easy to do!
Florian.graber@hotmail.com says:
I have set up a project on iNaturalist (originally named ‘Ecclesall Woods’), so from now on
if you make observations within the boundaries of Ecclesall Woods (as given to me by
Marilyn a while ago) it should come up in the project.
You can join the project from the app by clicking the three lines in the top left corner, then
go to projects and then either search in the nearby ones or type Ecclesall Woods. It might
ask you if you want to share exact coordinates for observations (not sure about that), that
is up to you.
If you are new to iNaturalist, it is an app that allows you to upload wildlife observations for
others to help identify. Keep in mind that people can only identify what they can see, so it
might be worth uploading multiple photos and photos of the most important features.
Audiofiles can also be uploaded and can be useful for bird id.

Julie Riley has been carrying out an ecology survey in wood 3 and in the process has
come across some interesting features. Can you identify them?

Possible one off volunteering sessions
Members of the public who enjoy walking the woods report problems where they
think holly is taking over or where footpaths need attention.
Unfortunately, money for the non headlining tasks of maintenance are in short supply.
Hence the need for volunteers. For many years our footpath group has met on
Tuesday mornings, led by Jane Beresford, and will continue to do so. However, it
might be good if we could plan a different time for one off maintenance tasks such as
holly and Himalayan balsam removal or pulling up bramble in coppiced areas which,
with enough people, could be cleared in a day. Hopefully, some of our members
would be happy to do this as a one off and return the following year to do it again!
Natural flood management in the Limb Brook Valley to help protect
Sheffield and the region
Information about this project has just been released.
Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trust (SRWT) is initially leading a 6 month
feasibility study on using the Limb catchment area from Lady Cannings Plantation,
down the Limb Brook valley, past Whirlowbrook Park and through Ecclesall Woods
to join the Sheaf. The aim is to slow and reduce water flow using natural measures.
Pete Wall will be leading the project and hopes that groups like ours will provide
local knowledge and also volunteers to help with the study.
Sheffield CC officers and the Environment agency will also be involved.
Once the feasibility study has been assessed, the project hopes to use volunteers to
help with planned practical tasks such as tree planting and gathering data to
determine the success of the work carried out including rain gauge data and fixed
point photography. We will update you as the project progresses. If you wish to
contact Pete Wall directly his email is p.wall@wildsheffield.com

Limb Brook entering Ecclesall Woods 28thJuly

Limb Brook earlier in the year

Other recent news
Larch trees in the Rough Standing plantation at the head of Limb Brook have been
found to have a fungal infection and will need to be felled. Tests have just been
carried out on a sample of Ecclesall Wood larches. We await the results.

Advance notice
We hope our AGM will be a live event. The Discovery Centre has been booked for
TUES 16TH NOVEMBER AT 7PM
Julie Riley -a member of FEW and Senior Ecologist with SRWT will give us a talk.
Thanks to our photographers whose FB photos I have used:Ros Hancock, Frances
O’Connor, Kathryn Houstin, Alicia Rhianna, Nell Dixon, Elizabeth Bartrop
A final sample of the woodland residents or perhaps just passing by or about to fly
away.

