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Geoff Chapman
We are very sorry to report that Geoff Chapman passed away in July. Geoff was a
long serving and hard working member of the footpath group, even attending when
he could, during his illness. With his wife Lesley, he took part in many surveys for
the ecology group. Members of the footpath group lined up outside the crematorium
to pay their respects.
The Footpath Group was allowed back at the end of July. Jane Beresford and her
team are still working out the best ways to organise “Bubbles of 6”. On paper it
seems quite simple but anything more than the pulling up of Himalayan Balsam or
litter picking needs quite a bit of planning.
The café is open from 10-4 Tuesday to Sunday.
The grassy area adjacent to the centre has tables
and benches.
The outside toilets are open during this time with
a cleaner in attendance.
Although the car park and centre are still closed
contact can be made by phoning 0114 2356348
The Parks and Countryside phone line is now taking calls. So if you see an
overflowing dog / litter bin please contact 0114 2500500 between 10am -4pm. At
present a weekly bin emptying is being done on a Monday.

Litter picking has been going on during lockdown with various people doing their
bit as they walk through the woods.
A special thanks to members of Sheffield Litter Pickers who have also delved
under holly bushes and other areas away from the main paths. They have found
amongst normal litter an amazing number of larger items which have been
deliberately abandoned in the woods over the years. Ecclesall Woods seems to be a
favourite place for the dumping of undelivered charity bags.
They have also had sessions clearing Himalayan Balsam.
We had lost touch, until this week, with Abbeydale Rotary who have been doing an
annual bramble removal in the corner triangle of Wood 1. We thank them for their
continued good work to keep the bluebells bramble free and hope to expand the area
they look after.

Woodland News
Although all organised use of the woods has been
cancelled, many people have informally enjoyed being in
the woods. The faint path in March to our cup- and- ring
stone is now well trodden. Many other unofficial
footpaths paths, known as desire lines, have opened up.
New dens have appeared. The rangers are keeping an eye
on them. Children have contributed to a stone snake from
their special tree stump. Too long to photograph!
Sadly more of our ash trees are showing signs of die back
and will have to be felled along with diseased beeches
and sweet chestnut. Quite a few gaps are opening up. At
hornbeam
first the areas are colonised by local ground cover but it is
hoped to replace lost trees with less vulnerable native species.
If any Ecclesall Woods’ neighbours have saplings growing in their gardens from
overhanging branches please pot them and let us know so that they can go to our tree
nursery. Only saplings from the woods are accepted at
present.
Fenced area between the path and bird sanctuary
We hope to remove the chestnut paling. There is now
over abundant summer growth in the area and good
spring growth.

Mixed hedge plantings in the willow meadow
Most of the whips planted on a frosty day in November are doing
well. They were provided with plastic covers. Not everyone thinks
these are necessary but they do help to locate the hedge in the
midst of summer growth! Hazel, hawthorn, crab apple and dog
rose were in view. More whips have been ordered from the
Woodland Trust to extend the hedge. Sheffield City Council will
also provide whips and saplings for the picnic area, playing fields
and to replace felled and fallen trees.
Donkey Field
Last autumn the footpath group spread seeds over the grass in
the hope of improving the diversity. Sue Jackson has now
recorded new sightings of yellow rattle and red bartsia. They
are hidden from general view by the taller and dominant rye
grass. (see photo on last page)
If we want greater diversity then the present turf will have to be
removed. It might have to be done over a few seasons
depending on how many people are prepared to dig!
Woodland furniture
I have noted 56 benches and seats in the Discovery area and the woods.
Along with other improvements, 5 benches are due to be replaced in the children’s
area. Ranger Tom has been replacing rotting bench seats and has installed a new
bench in the Donkey Field. Tom and the footpath group are hoping to sand down
and oil some of the benches. With Covid health and safety restrictions, organising it
is more difficult than expected!
Bird Sightings
For the first time in recent memory a pied flycatcher chose one of our nest boxes and
laid 6 eggs. They all hatched but sadly did not survive. Cold, wet weather probably
reduced the number of flies needed for feeding the brood.
For several days, when all was still quiet, a kestrel perched on the roof of Hector’s
House. It was also seen with a vole in its talons.

The Fungi Walk - booked for 28th Oct is unlikely
to go ahead as planned. We may be able to organise
a fungi hunt to be done in participants own time.
Good specimens have all ready been spotted.
Sue Jackson has seen the edible hen of the woods
Ranger Nell has photographed a Dryad’s saddle
found in the woods south of the playing fields.
AGM 17th November POSTPONED
Even if restrictions are lifted not many of you would be willing to attend a meeting
in November. To stay within the constitution an AGM should be held at not more
than a 15month interval. Hopefully these exceptional circumstances would allow a
longer postponement. So many of our plans are still on hold.
This morning I
passed the wild
flower plantings on
Cemetery Road.
Perhaps more
exuberant than
needed in the
Donkey field but certainly more wild life friendly.
In the last newsletter I asked if you had seen if not read the 8 information boards
or 9 if you include the one by the Donkey Field pond.
This time, have you visited all the ponds?
● Wood 2 Collier’s pond established 10 years ago on the site of a ganister

quarry.

The other ponds were sponsored by the charity Froglife and dug in 2014.
● Wood 3 Donkey Field pond and the 2 ponds downstream. One is often dry.
● Playing field pond
● Willow Meadow 2 ponds west of the playing field close to the willow

plantation and the new hedge in “willow meadow”

Did you spot the well camouflaged caterpillar of the campion moth? If not have
another look at Ranger Nell's photograph of the red campion on the first page.
Thanks to Martina Hardiman for the picture of dotted loosestrife. It is a garden
escapee but well established in damp areas.
See Friends of Ecclesall Woods FB pages for more of Martina’s pictures and other
contributions. Check out www.friendsofecclesallwoods for more reports.

