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I hope you are all enjoying the summer. On hot days
it has been very pleasant visiting Ecclesall Woods.
Our spring events went well with bluebells coming
into full bloom at just the right time for our
activities. Some bluebells were flowering in March
making us anxious that they would be over too soon
and we were almost relieved to have a cold snap to
slow down the flowering.
The bluebells were in full bloom when filmed for
Look North. Unfortunately we were only mentioned
as an ancient Sheffield woodland.
This tawny owl was found in wood 2. It had just
fledged its nest and was photographed by Ranger
Tom in May.
Marilyn Small
0114 2367549
mhs1910@gmail.com
Membership
It was with sadness that the death was announced in April of Lorna Baker, our long
standing membership secretary. We are very grateful that John Baker has volunteered to
take over. John Baker and our treasurer John Fitzpatrick have been busy checking that all
membership monies have been recorded and banked.
Any queries,
John Baker - 0114 2369025
johnbaker@tesco.net

FRIENDS OF ECCLESALL WOODS AGM
Tuesday 21st November at 7pm at the Woodland Discovery Centre, Ecclesall Woods
Speaker Jon Dallow (SCC Woodland Project Officer)
“Ecclesall Woods - the next 400 years”
Followed by refreshments and AGM
Last year’s AGM Speaker Ian Rotherham has now published a book relating to his talk
“Shadow Woods: a search for lost landscapes”.
Available from Amazon.co.uk and further information on the Amazon website:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Shadow-Woods-Search-Lost-Landscapes

Woodland Activities
We have enjoyed working with the rangers and other groups. It is good to mix with such
enthusiasts. We had a stall at Spring in the Woods and children enjoyed creating artwork
using charcoal and rubbing plants onto the paper to make different natural colours.
We were pleased that our new banner (below) and boards arrived in time for the event.

Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trusts (SRWT) ran a series of workshops and walks
looking at bluebells and especially those which may have hybridised with the Spanish
bluebell. Maps were provided by the ecology group showing the whereabouts of
bluebells and possible hybrids. Recognising the hybrids is a complicated subject. Sue
Jackson attended one of the workshops and sent a report.
BLUEBELL IDENTIFICATION
On 28th April I went on a field trip and lecture by Fred Rumsey from the Natural History Museum, which was
organised by the Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trust. The event was held at the Discovery Centre and first we
were shown slides and lectured about British and Spanish Bluebells, then we had a walk in the woods identifying
the 2 species.
Plantlife County Flower Project in 2000 found that Britain's favourite flower, the bluebell, has 70% of its global
population in the UK.
The Spanish bluebell lives only in southern Spain and Portugal and for 1000 years the British and Spanish bluebell
had not met until gardeners brought the flowers together and they interbred. It is difficult to tell what you've got
with the interbreeding and there are not many pure Spanish bluebells in the UK, so most are hybrids. The best
means of identification is pollen colour, the British bluebell has white pollen and the Spanish has blue pollen. The
ones found in gardens with big leaves and flowers are not like the true Spanish bluebell and we do not know
where they come from. They have an extra set of chromosomes i.e. 3, whereas the British bluebell only has 2.
It is better to check the pollen when the flower first opens with the British being a creamy white and the Spanish a
strong blue, but in hybrids the pollen can be mixed, so if it is not white it is a hybrid. The British flowers are on one
side of the stem and hang down on a nodding and droopy stem and the flower is long and narrow and an intense
dark colour with rolled-back petals. The Spanish bluebells flowers are often lighter and more varied coloured
and all round the straight stem and are bell-shaped with splayed
petals. The British have a sweet scent whereas the hybrids have
little or no scent. Both British and hybrids can produce white
flowers, but in this instant it is not possible to identify the species
by the pollen colour as they both have white pollen and the
other factors should be the means to identify them.

Woodland Connections
Fran Halsall and her colleagues have mapped nearly every notable tree in the
woods. They have conducted tree identifying walks and plan to run some more
this autumn. See their facebook page for more information.
Fran has enclosed a report about her group:
Sheffield Woodland Connections is a group of
alumni from the University of Sheffield's
Landscape Department conducting interpretive
walks in Ecclesall Woods. Together we are
supporting the Woodland Trust's Charter for
Trees, Woods and People, which launches on
6th November 2017. Our aim is to empower
people with a deeper understanding of ancient
woodland ecology and what action we can
collectively take to protect this most precious
of resources.
So far 40 people have joined us for walks in the
woods and we plan to do more in autumn.
Meanwhile an annotated online map is being
created and we are looking for contributions
from the public, namely photographs, drawings
and writing created in Ecclesall Woods. All
submissions are considered, as long as the
location within the woods is given - a map
reference or GPS is ideal. Send entries to
franhalsall@googlemail.com
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Green woodworking group
The footpath group have helped the woodworkers to coppice and clear
suitable woodland for their projects. In return some of them are hoping to
attend the tool sharpening course later in the year. Viv Stone has managed to
secure a grant this year to work with groups on a range of subjects, such as
woodland management and heritage crafts.
Footpath group
With the nesting season underway the footpath group have halted cutting
back the holly and are now concentrating on pulling up Himalayan Balsam in all
the known areas we have encountered it before.
Litter is a continuing problem and each week the 2 main roads through the
woods, Abbeydale Road and Whirlowdale Road are checked and we are finding
an increase in fly tipping of garden waste especially on Whirlowdale Rd.

The gabions that were cleared earlier in
the year were sown with wildflower
seed and are now providing lots of
colour in front of the Woodland Centre.
Two areas of the woods, have been
fenced off, and have been opened up,
cleared of brambles and planted with
hazel whips, to promote wild flowers.

Ecology Group
Some members have monitored the cleared and fenced areas for new growth.
Others have recorded the presence of the native yellow archangel. This is an
indicator plant of ancient woodlands. It is not to be confused with the garden
escapee which has variegated leaves and is also seen in the woods. Other
members are looking out for sanicle which has only been seen in a few places.
It can flower from May to August.

Yellow archangel

Sanicle

Sheffield Green Spaces Forum
A new umbrella group has been set up. It
is hoped that as many Friends groups as
possible will come along to share expertise, solve problems and provide help
and encouragement. We, as a group, have decide to join.
The launch was at the Town Hall in May. It was inspiring to see so many hard
working and enthusiastic volunteers - all very much needed as detailed in Clive
Betts’s presentation as the Chair of a Commons Select Committee reporting on
public parks (11 Feb 2017). There is no statuary obligation for councils to
support Parks and Countryside so they are an obvious target for cuts by hard
pressed councils. Some areas have had budgets cut by 97%.
If anyone did fill in a survey on their use of parks and green spaces the
information was very useful to the committee.
Also at the launch Jon Dallow, woodland project officer for Sheffield City
Council and manager of the Woodland Discovery Centre, gave his views on
developing Sheffield's outdoor city strategy.
Advance notice of Forthcoming Events
SHEFFIELD NATURE FESTIVAL (FORMALLY BIOBLITZ)
Saturday 29th July at Weston Park Museum
SHEFFIELD HERITAGE FAIR
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th September at the Millenium Galleries
Free event open to all
Local Heritage and Friends groups to showcase their work to the general public
and each other.
FEAST IN THE FOREST
Sunday 22nd October at the Woodland Discovery Centre
Free event
nd

Sunday 22 October – 10am to 4pm

Other news:
Ranger Nell surveyed the pond in the Donkey Field with the Ecclesall Woods
Wildlife Watch Group. The pond came out as ‘very healthy’ using the OPAL
survey. Below is a picture of a broad bodied chaser dragonfly that the group
were able to watch for an hour drying out its wings after emerging from the
pond.
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