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As the new chair I have spent more time in
the woods. There is a lot to learn! I am
amazed at how many activities are going on
and the number of people, dogs and horses
using the woods.
Encouraging people to use the woods in
different ways yet managing footfall so that
the natural flora and fauna has a chance too,
is always a challenge.
This week I have heard the greater spotted
woodpeckers drumming in wood 3 and the
herons have returned to reclaim their nests.
“Doris” has just hit us and we are still
discovering what damage she has done!
Marilyn Small
Tel: 2367549
mhs1910@gmail.com
Membership
Thanks to those who have paid their subscriptions and a reminder to the rest to return
membership forms to Lorna Baker, telephone number: 2369025.
If you have mislaid your form a new one can be downloaded from the website.
Events in the Woods
Spring in the Woods – Sunday 30th April – 10am to 4pm.
Organised by Sheffield City Council
Sunday 30th April - 10am to 4pm

Walks in the Woods
 Thursday 23th March 2017 - Woodland Management Walk - 10.30 am.
Led by Dave Jackson and Viv Scone (from Ecclesall Woods - Under the Trees Woodcraft).
Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre.
We will be shown how sections of the wood are managed to provide green wood for the
craft courses. Dave will be explaining why some trees are coppiced, others allowed to
grow as “standards” and others pruned or felled.
The ecology group will be monitoring changes in the ground flora in these areas.
 Saturday 29th April 2017 - Dawn Chorus Walk - 6am. Led by Paul Medforth.
Meet at entrance to Wood 3 opposite Beauchief Gardens’ bus stop.
 Sunday 30th April 2017 - Sheffield Woodland Connections - 10.30am and
repeated at 2.30pm
A walk led by Fran Halsall of The Woodland Trust. Meet outside the Woodland Discovery
Centre. See flyer at the end of the newsletter for more details.
 Saturday 6th May 2017 - Walk to see Bluebells and other Spring flowers - 10 am
to about noon.
Led by Sue Jackson. Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre.
 Saturday 3 June 2017 - Bird identification Walk - 8am.
Led by Paul Medforth. Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre.

Work in the Woods
The rangers have been taking advantage of the mild winter and have pushed
on with projects that need to be done before the spring foliage appears.
In wood 1 the undergrowth in the coppiced area has been trimmed back with
help from South Yorkshire Orienteers.
Dave Jackson has continued to manage small areas in wood 2 and 3 to improve
the quality of wood for coppicing.
In wood 3 the footpath group and SWEEP (Sheffield Woodlands Environmental
Enhancement Project) have been working with the rangers and Dave Jackson
on an area between the footpath and bird sanctuary. It has now been fenced
off. Self-sets, wayward branches and undergrowth have been removed to

reveal the remains of a hazel coppice. We are hoping that the increased light
and less footfall will allow re-establishment of some early spring flowers.

Area in wood 3 suffering from compaction

FEW footpath group coppicing the hazels

The same area now fenced off

The footpath group has also cleared holly from another area in wood 3 where
bluebells have declined.
The ecology group will monitor these areas to see if the hoped for increases in
spring flowers occurs.
There has been work done in the Donkey Field to cut back some dense
undergrowth and willows to give the Pipistrelle bats another glade to fly
through.
Sadly, other work has to be done after inspections by the tree officer. You may
have seen pink spots appearing on trees. This indicates that some felling of the
tree will have to take place. Nathan, our tree officer, says “The bulk of it is the
felling of large sweet chestnuts also known as Spanish chestnuts. They are
being badly affected by a Phytophthora fungus and show an alarming tendency
to fall over with little warning. There are examples all over the woods but the
worst affected are in Wood 1, north of Whirlowdale Road. Unfortunately the
warm wet winters have allowed the waterborne oospores to take hold.” The
chestnuts have been under attack for some years and an ecology study in 2002
recorded infected sweet chestnuts.

Plans for the year
The footpath group will be returning
to their more normal job of keeping
footpaths in order, but will also be
applying their new wood clearing
skills when required.
Volunteers work on Tuesday
mornings and Jane Beresford tel.
2368867 is always looking for new
recruits.
Footpath group in action

The ecology group will be monitoring the recently cleared areas and looking at
those areas of bluebells and other spring flowers which seemed to have
declined.
A couple of visits in the spring to a patch of wood is all that is required. If you
think you can help please contact Marilyn Small tel. 2367549 or Sue Jackson
tel. 2815393. Working in pairs often makes the task easier and if you are
unsure we can pair you with a more experienced member of the group.
SWEEP is a practical volunteer group. If you cannot manage a Tuesday morning
with the footpath group SWEEP goes out on a Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. Contact the staff at the Discovery Centre on tel. 235648.
As a member of FEW, please let us know if you think that there are areas
which would benefit from more active management. Plans for next few years
have to be made this year. It could be small scale cutting back around a feature
or larger scale projects. All are worthy of consideration.

Sheffield Woodland Connections
Walk description
Sunday 30th April : 10.30am and 2.30 pm
Do you want to gain confidence in identifying trees and woodland
plants? Interested to know about woodland habitats and how people
have shaped them through history? Want to find out more about how
volunteers are managing the woodland today? Join Sheffield Woodland
Connections, a team of artists, ecologists and landscape architects, as
we conduct guided walks through Ecclesall Woods. Drawing on our
various expertise we will help you discover the magic of the largest
semi-natural woodland in South Yorkshire.
This is an interactive project, we want to hear your questions, no matter
how daft; to know your thoughts; and see any photos or drawings
inspired by your visit. Please bring along cameras, pens and paper and
we will help get you inspired. If you want to show your love for trees by
learning how to survey them, bring along a fabric tape measure or piece
of string marked with 20 cm increments – then you can contribute a
lasting record to the archives.
Together these personal impressions will contribute to the Woodland
Trust's Charter for Trees, Woods and People, a campaign that highlights
the importance of the UK's woodlands. By empowering people with a
deeper understanding of woodland ecology we hope that future
generations will help protect one of our most precious resources.
Maximum 25 people per walk. The walks will be a minimum of an hour and will stick
to marked footpaths. Sensible footwear is a must as paths are muddy. All are
welcome but the walks are not aimed at young children, although older kids with a
passion for learning about nature are encouraged to join us.
Sign up on the day at our stall outside the Woodland Discovery Centre or email
franhalsall@googlemail to reserve your place.

