
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends’ news: 
 

Many thanks to all of you who have renewed their 
membership and a reminder to those who have not 
renewed that subscriptions are now due. Download a 
form from the website or contact John Baker Tel 0114 
2369025 or email johnbaker@tesco.net. 
 

A bench has been installed by the footpath group in 
memory of Lorna Baker, our former membership 
secretary.   
 

We are very sorry that John Fitzpatrick has resigned as 
treasurer. The committee members would like to put on 
record their thanks for the work John has done as 
treasurer and we are all pleased that he is continuing to 
be part of the footpath group. We would also like to say 
thank you to FEW member, Kathryn Franklin, who has 
taken over as treasurer. 
 

We had a very interesting talk by Jon Dallow, Woodland 
Officer, at the AGM in November. The Christmas trees 
had arrived and fairy lights lit up the entrance so the 
centre was looking quite festive. We will try and make 
sure that the lights will be up before next year’s AGM and 
hopefully encourage more of you to join us on an 
otherwise dark November night.   
   

This week the bluebells are poking 
up their heads, the herons are  
making a lot of noise nesting, the  
great spotted woodpeckers are  
drumming and today we are  
covered in snow! Spring has not  
quite arrived.   

 

Marilyn Small 
Tel: 0114 2367549  
mhs1910@gmail.com 
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Events in the Woods 
 

BIG running Weekend 9th - 11th March  
 

 
 
What is the BIG Running Weekend? 
 

The Sheffield “Outdoor City Big Weekender” is now in its third year, and this year the BIG 
Running Weekend (RW) joins in for the first time. Based at the Woodland Discovery Centre 
the BIG RW is organised by the Thursday morning Wood Run team along with Sheffield’s 
running store Accelerate.  
 

All sorts of things will be happening and activities for all ages and fitness levels will be on 
offer. 
 

Check out the website if you want to know more about it www.bigrunningweekend.co.uk  
 

Spring in the Woods - Sunday 20th May - 10am to 4pm 
At the Woodland Discovery Centre. 
 

Music, food, heritage crafts, walks and activities for all the family - for further information 
ring 0114 2356348. 
 

 
 

Woodland Club – Wednesdays in term-time – 3:45 to 5:15pm 
 

Come along to this family after-school club in Ecclesall Woods. Meet at the Woodland 
Discovery Centre and dress for the outdoors. Call 0114 2356348 for more information. 

http://www.bigrunningweekend.co.uk/


Sheffield Environment Weeks  28th April - 10th June 2018  
www.sheffieldenvironment.org 
 

Information on all the events will be available in April. Check out the website or 
pick up a printed programme from the Woodland Discovery Centre. 
 

Walks in the Woods during Sheffield Environment Weeks: 
 

All walks last approximately 2 hours 
 

Sunday 29th April 2018 – Woodland Walk and 
Tree Identification 
2pm start - Leader Fran Halsall 
Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre 
See www.sheffieldwoodlandconnections.co.uk  
for more information about the walks. 
   
Saturday 5th May 2018 - Dawn Chorus Walk 
6am start - Leader Dr Paul Medforth. 
Meet at the entrance to Wood 3 opposite Beauchief 
Gardens’ bus stop. 
 
Saturday 5th May 2018 - Walk to see Bluebells and 
other Spring Flowers 
10am start - Leader Julie Riley. Meet outside the 
Woodland Discovery Centre.  
 
Sunday 20th May 2018 – Woodland Walk and Tree 
identification 
Morning walk 10.30am start  
Afternoon walk 2.30pm start Leader Fran Halsall.  
Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre 
See www.sheffieldwoodlandconnections.co.uk  
for more information about the walks. 
 
Saturday 2nd June 2018 – Bird Identification Walk 
8am start - Leader Dr Paul Medforth.  
Meet outside the Woodland Discovery Centre. 
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Work in the Woods 
 

Jane Beresford reported on the footpath group:  
We have helped Tom and his team erect the new bird 
sanctuary fence for most of November and December  
and some of January.  
Tom says, “The fence contains 600 posts, 90% of which 
were banged in by the FEW group – I couldn’t have done 
it without them! Thank you FEW.” 
 

We helped Nell manage the willow plantation by Whirlow 
playing fields. The willow was used in the Christmas 
wreath making workshops at the Discovery Centre.  
 

We continue our regular work litter picking, managing the  
holly, unblocking the streams and culverts around the 
woods and maintaining the footpaths.  
 

And we have been working with Dave Jackson and the Green Woodworking 
group in clearing and coppicing more areas of the woods.  
 
Wood working tools wanted 
 

Dave Jackson would be very pleased if anyone clearing out a workshop or 
garage could donate no longer wanted woodworking tools to the group. He is 
usually in the craft area at the Woodland Discovery Centre on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays – 9:30am to 3pm. 
 

If you wish to know more about the craft courses check out the website: 
www.ecclesallwoodscraftcourses.co.uk or phone the Discovery Centre 0114 
2356348.  
 
Ecology group 
 

We continue to monitor growth especially of spring flowers in the coppiced, 
fenced and cleared areas. We also want to relook at more of those areas where 
bluebells appear to have declined and record the cover of bluebells, brambles 
and holly. 
 

Young holly leaves were at one time a winter food source for animals. When 
turnips became more popular the practice died out so now in our woods the 
holly continues to spread over large areas. It was interesting to see on a recent 
Country File programme New Forest ponies happily eating the holly in winter 
and keeping it under control. 

http://www.ecclesallwoodscraftcourses.co.uk/
http://www.ecclesallwoodscraftcourses.co.uk/
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Woodland news 
 

In June the Donkey Field pond was reported as being very healthy but by mid-
summer it was taken over by Crassula, a very invasive pond weed. It has now 
been fenced off to discourage dogs from entering and then spreading the 
weed.  
 

In late summer it was noted that some of the self-seeded ash saplings on the 
north side of the bird sanctuary appear to be affected by ash dieback disease. 
 

Discussion continues about asking for Collier’s Pond to be fenced off 
completely to prevent dogs from entering. Is a sign saying FROGS NOT DOGS 
enough to encourage dog walkers to keep their dogs out of the pond? 
 

Storm Eleanor in January was not as severe as Storm Doris in 2017 but one of 
the few mature horse chestnut trees was blown over, lifting up the whole path. 
Tom hired a digger and repaired the path. 
       
 

Whirlow playing fields 
 

Hundreds of native trees were planted at the bottom of the fields in January 
with the help of Dore primary school children, the footpath group, members of 
the public and the Lord Mayor.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The rangers and volunteers carried out pond clearances 
at the Discovery Centre and the three ponds at Whirlow 
playing fields.  

 

The footpath team 
worked with Rangers 
and volunteers to thin 
the existing woodland 
on Whirlow playing fields.  
 

At the upper end, Ecclesall Juniors FC are 
now using the football pitches. It is hoped 
that dog walkers will not let their animals 
foul the pitches and use the black bins 
provided for any bagged excrement. 
 

Did you know? 
The playing fields come under the Parks 
Department and the black bins can be used 
for litter and dog waste. 
In the woods red bins are used for dog waste 

so that smaller vehicles can be used to access the bins. If you find that any are 
full you can phone 2500500 for an extra collection. They now aim to empty 
Dobcroft Road entrance bin twice a week and the others once a week.   
 
 
Wednesday 28th February 2018 – storm Emma! 
 
 


